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PREFACE 

This yea r  sees  a s s l i g h t  change i n  the  na tu re  and emphasis o f  t h e  
published Student  Research Papers. In previous yea r s  t h e y  have been 
t h e  product o f  Second Year s tuden t s  working on t o p i c s  o f  t h e i r  own 
choice from primary sources .  A s  o f  1981, Aust ra l ian  His tory  i s  a 
f i r s t  year  s u b j e c t  only,  and it was thought i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  the  q u l l i t y  
o f  primary research by First Year s tuden t s  would not  be up t o  t h e  
s tandard  we had s e t  f o r  the  Research Papers i n  previous years .  

However we have, i n  1981, gained t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  a new kind 
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a i n i n g  exe rc i se ,  f o r  t h e  Department has become 
involved i n  research  and w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  1938 volume o f  t h e  Aus t r a l i an  
Bicentennial His tory  P ro jec t .  In  p a r t i c u l a r  a Working Par ty  has been 
organised t o  c a r r y  ou t  an o r a l  h i s t o r y  survey o f  l i f e  i n  Newcastle i n  
1938 us ing  an in terv iew schedule adapted from t h e  o r a l  research  
'headquartersf  o f  t h e  Bicentennia l  P ro jec t .  

The Working Par ty ,  comprising Universi ty and CAE s t a f f ,  decided 
t h a t  s tuden t s  from both i n s t i t u t i o n s  should be i n v i t e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  
o rde r  t o  widen t h e  scope o f  t he  e n t e r p r i s e  and t o  provide use fu l  
t r a i n i n g  i n  research  and w r i t i n g  techniques.  The exe rc i se  would be 
in t eg ra t ed  i n t o  e x i s t i n g  Aust ra l ian  His tory  courses a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s tudents  normal assignment work. 

Each i n s t i t u t i o n  has proceeded i n  the  manner b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  i ts  
course requirements.  We i n  t h e  Univers i ty  chose some f i f t e e n  s tuden t s  
from over a hundred i n  ou r  First Year course and gave each a s e t  o f  
background readings on n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  1930s and 
some t u i t i o n  i n  in terv iewing techniques. The s tuden t s  chose t b e i r  
own interviewees,  people who were a r t i c u l a t e  and had good memories o f  
Newcastle i n  1938, were a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  years  o l d  then and were s t i l l  
l i v i n g  i n  Newcastle i n  1981. Because o f  competing course demands, each 
s tuden t  was requi red  t o  do only one in terv iew and then  t o  w r i t e  an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  paper on t h e  i s s u e s  fac ing  men o r  women i n  Newcastle i n  
1938, 

This was very much a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  and t h e  r e s u l t s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
t r i a l  and e r r o r  gropings o f  t he  o rgan i se r s  and t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The 
narrow in terv iewing base,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of  saying  anything s i g n i f i c a n t  
about i s s u e s  from t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  one in terv iew,  t h e  l ack  o f  good l o c a l  
background pub l i ca t ions  f o r  1938 (except  newspapers), t h e  v a r i a b l e  
q u a l i t y  o f  in te rv iewees ,  t h e  vagar ies  of c a s s e t t e  recorders  were j u s t  
some o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered along t h e  way. In  t h e  end we d i d  
no t  i n s i s t  on an in-depth t rea tment  o f  i s s u e s  f ac ing  men and women but  
encouraged s tuden t s  t o  make t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  in te rv iew and readings,  
s t r e s s i n g  t h e  importance o f  ana lys i s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

The b e s t  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  appear i n  t h e  following pages.' The f i r s t  
two have chosen t o  widen t h e i r  t reatment  beyond t h e  experience o f  
t h e i r  interviewees t o  dea l  with genera l  educat ional  and l i f e s t y l e  
i s sues  o f  t h e  time. The o t h e r  t h r e e  have focussed on t h e  p a t t e r n s  of  
t h e i r  s u b j e c t s '  l i v e s  and t r i e d  t o  s e t  them a g a i n s t  a backdrop o f  
Newcastle work and s o c i e t y  i n  1938. For reasons o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  
the  names of interviewees have n o t  been used. 



The p r o j e c t  r equ i re s  s t i l l  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work t o  improve t h e  
in terv iew schedule,  t o  provide manageable and r e l e v a n t  background 
readings,  t o  prepare s tudents  f o r  t h e i r  encounters and t o  t r a i n  them 
t o  k n i t  in te rv iews and research  toge the r  i n t o  h i s t o r i c a l  ana lys i s .  
These th ings  w i l l  be done i n  t h e  years  t o  come, f o r  our  r e s u l t s  have 
encouraged us t o  t h i n k  t h a t  such an exe rc i se  can be,  with proper  
d i r e c t i o n ,  a u se fu l  t o o l  i n  l e a r n i n g  an h i s t o r i a n ' s  s k i l l s .  I t  remains 
an exe rc i se  f o r  F i r s t  Year s tuden t s  and we a r e  aware t h a t  expecta t ions  
should not  be  p i t ched  too  high.  Nonetheless, t he  information and 
i n s i g h t s  gathered s o  f a r  w i l l  con t r ibu te  t o  an accumulating body o f  
research  mater ia l  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  which w i l l  a t  t h e  same time a s s i s t  
i n  the  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  Bicentennial  His tory  volumes. 
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LIBERAL OR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION : 

*A GULF I N  NEWCASTLE I N  1938 

by Veronica Lunn 

D r .  Lang had prophesised i n  1875 t h a t  Newcastle would become t h e  
p r inc ipa l  s e a t  o f  t h e  manufacturing indus t ry . l  Inherent  i n  t h e  t r a n s -  
i t i o n  from "coal town t o  s t e e l  c i t y f f , *  was a r a p i d  and concentrated 
expansion i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  and a populat ion inc rease  which by 
1938 r e g i s t e r e d  115,600 r e s i d e n t s .  Within twenty years  o f  commencing 
opera t ions  i n  t h e  a rea ,  t h e  workforce o f  t h e  B.H.P. and as soc ia t ed  
i n d u s t r i e s  had r i s e n  from 1,500 t o  5,000 employees .4 The working c l a s s  
was inc reas ing ly  becoming an i n d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  and t h e  impact on 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  educat ional  and c u l t u r a l  enrichment was determined by 
environmental f a c t o r s  and t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  imposed t o  f o s t e r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
cent  r e  .. 

The a d u l t ' s  perception o f  t h e  world is conditioned by the  access t o  
information and t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  i t .  The q u a l i t y  of  formal 
educat ion i s  an elementary f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  process,  however support  f o r  
education beyond t h e  primary years  was no t  evident  p r i o r  t o  1940. 
There was a tendency amongst t h e  working c l a s s  t o  d i s t r u s t  t h e  educated 
man; t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were deemed "playgrounds of  t h e  rich".5 This a n t i -  
i n t e l l ec tua l i sm,  which was b a s i c a l l y  c l a s s  o r i en ted ,  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  
obs tac le  i n  t h e  development o f  secondary and u n i v e r s i t y  education. 
In 1938, only 19.6% of N.S.W. pup i l s  were ob ta in ing  p o s t  primary 
education6 and only 25% of those  who s a t  f o r  t h e  In termedia te  C e r t i f i c a t e  
continued t h e i r  educat ion t o  o b t a i n  a Leaving C e r t i f i ~ a t e . ~  The low 
p r i o r i t y  determined by t h e  Department of Education i n  1937, was i m p l i c i t  
i n  the  meagre budget provis ion  o f  10% of  t o t a l  educat ion expenditure f o r  
secondary schooling.8 There was a genera l  assumption t h a t  pup i l s  would 
leave school a t  four teen  o r  f i f t e e n  years  o f  age and a p r e v a i l i n g  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  females, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  d id  not  f i n i s h  t h e i r  educat ion.  9 

Mendelsohn a s s e r t s  t h a t  "education up t o  1939 was f e l t  t o  be wasted on 
g i r l s t f , 1 0  and t h e  general  percept ion  o f  education f o r  t h e  working c l a s s  
was impl i c i t  i n  the  Sydney Morning Hera ld ' s  opposi t ion t o  "over-educating 
the  rank and f i le" . l l  A move t o  follow V i c t o r i a ' s  l ead  and-subs tant ia l ly  
increase  secondary school f ees  was only narrowly defeated.'' 

The majori ty o f  adu l t s  i n  1938 would have been s u b j e c t  t o  a u t i l i -  
t a r i a n  school curriculum which favoured a vocat ional  sy l l abus  and 
engendered s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  a t  an e a r l y  age.  School at tendance was com- 
pulsory  between seven and four teen  years  and primary school courses 
diverged i n t o  e i t h e r  super ior  primary schools  o r  secondary educat ion.  
The r egu la t ions  o f  1911 had divided Superior  Public  Schools i n t o  t echn ica l ,  
domestic sc i ence  and commercial educat ion f a c i l i t i e s . 1 3  By 1937 t h e r e  
were only 160 high schools i n  N.S.W., y e t  487 super io r  schools.14 
Wickham Superior  Pub l i c  School, f o r  example, had been es t ab l i shed  i n  1878 
and from 1913 combined a l i m i t  pos t  primary educat ion with domestic and 
commercial t r a i n i n g  f o r  g i r l s . "  A former pupi l  r e c a l l s  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
of a s t r a t i f i e d  curriculum, "There were only two th ings  a g i r l  could do..  . 
e i t h e r  a commercial course o r  domestic s tudies".16 Newcastle Cent ra l  





because t h e i r  parents  could a f f o r d  t o  buy them a ca ree r :  "Unless you 
had a  scho la r sh ip  you had no way o f  g e t t i n g  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  ... t h e r e  were 
very few scho la r sh ips  and you had t o  be  In 1937, o f  

vatism and l ack  o f  d i v e r s i t y .  

I n t e r e s t  had been expressed f o r  t h e  provis ion  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  
Newcastle i n  t h e  n ine teen  t h i r t i e s .  The Rotary Club l i s t e d  a s  one of 
i t s  achievements between 1935 and 1937, t he  move t o  s e t  a s i d e  one hundred 
and seven ac res  a t  Mayfield West f o r  a  u n i v e r s i t y  and park.34 Although 
Armidale had obtained a  r u r a l  u n i v e r s i t y ,  suggest ions t h a t  Newcastle be 
s i m i l a r l y  endowed lacked general  pub l i c  suppor t .  An accusa t ion  o f  
parochial ism was l e v e l l e d  a t  proponents by the  Reg i s t r a r  o f  Sydney 
LJniversity.35 So Newcastle had t o  wai t  f o r  a  u n i v e r s i t y  which, symbol- 
i c a l l y ,  came t o  be housed under t h e  umbrella o f  t h e  Technical College. 
S imi lar ly ,  provis ion  f o r  t eache r  t r a i n i n g  was no t  a t t a i n e d  u n t i l  1949. 
Although cholarsh ips  o f  f o r t y  pounds were o f f e r e d  f o r  Sydney Teachers 
College,3p t h e  d i s t ance ,  accommodation and l i v i n g  c o s t s  implied r e a l  
s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  f ami l i e s  o f  l imi t ed  means. 3  7 

However, by t h e  n ine teen  hundreds only t h e  Hamilton Evening College 
remained, which provided domestic and commercial courses u n t i l  1937 and 
spec ia l i s ed  i n  bus iness  s t u d i e s  from 1 9 3 8 . ~ ~  I t  a l s o  o f fe red  l imi t ed  
t u i t i o n  f o r  s tuden t s  t o  o b t a i n  In termedia te  and Leaving C e r t i f i c a t e s .  
Commercial courses were s i m i l a r l y  a v a i l a b l e  from Newcastle Busines 
College, E l l  's Business College and t h e  Northern Business College. 
Continuation schools  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Newcastle from 1911, 
o f f e r i n g  an evening vers ion  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  school sy l l abus  f o r  working 
s tudents  who had achieved t h e  Qualifying C e r t i f i c a t e  on completion of  
primary schooling.  However, a f t e r  a  boost  i n  t h e  e a r l y  depression yea r s ,  
they were showing s i g n s  o f  dec l ine  by 1934 and were t o  be  discontinued 
a f t e r  t h e  war.42 

That " theref  were very &w p l aces  i n  Newcastle where people could 
expand themselves mentally" would seem t o  be a  s u c c i n c t  assessment o f  
educat ional  and c u l t u r a l  oppor tun i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  pre-war years .  
A movement whose philosophy implied un ive r sa l  educat ion and t h e  "uni t ion 
o f  t he  two streams o f  labour  and might have appeared t h e  
panacea. The Workers1 Educational Associat ion had been founded i n  
England i n  1903 and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a  through t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  
David Stewart  and Peter  Board, Sydney Univers i ty  had been ope ra t ing  an 
extens ion  f a c i l i t y ,  b u t  was persuaded t o  sha re  i n  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  and 
c o s t s  o f  t u t o r i a l  c l a s s e s  f o r  t h e  movement. The Newcas e  Northern 
D i s t r i c t  Branch, No. 1, was formed i n  Ne a s t l e  i n  1914" and by 1938 
was ope ra t ing  four teen  t u t o r i a l  c lasses."  The p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t s  
o f f e r e d  were I n d u s t r i a l  His tory ,  Economics, P o l i t i c a l  Science and 
Sociology. A Psychology c l a s s  was a l s o  meeting i n  Newcastle i n  1938, 
and a  s tuden t  r e c a l l s  t h a t  h a l f  o f  t hose  e n r o l l e d  were women, p r imar i ly  
married and of comfortable circumstances .47 Higgins commented on the  
prevalence of  middle c l a s s  workers connected wi th  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  between 
t h e  war yea r s .  That t he  passion f o r  educat ion was n o t  ev ident  among t h e  
working c l a s s ,  he a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the  workers1 f e a r  o f  be ing  "seduced from 





The Newcastle School o f  A r t s ,  which had been ope ra t ing  s i n c e  1861, 
was inspected by Munn and P i t t  i n  1934. They repor ted  a t o t a l  c o l l e c t i o n  
of 265,000 volumes, ofdwhich n ine ty - f ive  percent  were ephemeral f i c t i o n  
and "such s e r i o u s  books a s  a r e  o f f e r e d  a re  so  out  o f  d a t e  a s  t o  be 
p r a c t i c a l l y  worthless".68 The con t ro l  o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n  was vested i n  
a c e n t r a l  committee and a s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  one pound per  year  was l ev ied .  
As t he  f a c i l i t y  was reaching only  two percent  o f  t h e  populat ion,  a r a t e -  
supported municipal l i b r a r y  us ing  t h e  e x i s t i n g  School of  Arts a s  the  
nucleus was recommended. The l i b r a r i a n  f e l t  t h a t  "consciousness o f  t he  
se r ious  need i n  Newcastle f o r  a f r e e  pub l i c  l i b r a r y  had been awakened" 
and t h e  Free Public  Library Movement, which was inaugurated i n  Newcastle 
i n  1937, embarked upon a vigorous promotion campaign.69 A dresses  t o  
groups such a s  the  Business and Profess ional  Women's Club78 emphasised 
t h e  philosophy of  t h e  movement and s l i d e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  p i c t u r e  t h e a t r e s  
and media a d v e r t i s i n g  attempted t o  e n l i s t  general  pub l i c  suppor t .  

Newcastle Council appointed a subcommittee t o  a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
o f  a c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  and a f r e e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  1938, and it was 
decided t o  adopt i n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  such a s e r v i c e .  
The enthusiasm o f  Alderman G r i f f i t h s  was evident  i n  t h e  conferences 
he ld  with t h e  Min i s t e r  f o r  Education and o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  movement.71 
The Library Act o f  1939 was i n  essence an enabling a c t ,  o f f e r i n g  l o c a l  
bodies a subsidy on a pound f o r  pound b a s i s  on adoption.72 By 1938 t h e  
Newcastle Council had adopted t h e  concept o f  f r e e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  
only obs t ac l e  being t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t he  School o f  Ar ts  Committee t o  
combine a s s e t s .  The execut ive  counci l  o f  t h e  Free Public  Library 
Movement i n  Sydney, depic ted  Newcastle a s  a pioneer  i n  t h e  provis ion  
o f  modern p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  se rv ices  i n  ~ u s t r a l i a .  73 However, t he  s t imulus 
f o r  c u l t u r a l  reform i n  t h e  a rea  came from a vocal minori ty of middle 
c l a s s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and no t  from t h e  labour  movement. 

The media was another  pervasive fo rce  i n  t h e  t ransmission o f  
information. Of twenty l a r g e  d a i l y  newspa e r s  i n  t h e  nineteen t h i r t i e s ,  
there  were only twelve independent owners7g and l o c a l  p r i d e  i n  t h e  
Newcastle Morning Herald a s  a source o f  impar t i a l  and v a l i d  information,  
was ev ident :  " I t  had a name f o r  having a very f a i r  e d i t o r i a l  and was 
always very wel l  r e g a r d e d . . , i t  had a g r e a t  dea l  of l o c a l  con ten t . . .  
it was t h e  most important  paper  i n  t h e  house".75 S imi l a r ly ,  t h e  family 
l i f e  revolved around the  wi re l e s s  a s  a primary access  po in t  o f  inform- 
ation and enter ta inment .  Cu l tu ra l  ameni t ies  were augmented through 
programmes presented  on t h e  i n f a n t  r e l a y  s t a t i o n  Z N C ,  bu t  t h e  community 
approach, popular  mus , soap operas and labour l i n k s  rendered 2HD t h e  
most popular  s t a t i o n  ." Thus " tha t  Aus t r a l i ans  were genera l ly  wel l  
informed on matters  r e l a t i n g  t o  fo re ign  a f f a i r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  outbreak 
of war",77 would have undoubtedly been due t o  t h e  inf luence  o f  t h e  media. 

The f a c i l i t y  t o  secure information on mat te rs  r e l a t i n g  t o  personal  
and community hea l th  was a v i t a l  a spec t  i n  t h e  educat ion process.  
Access t o  information r e l a t i n g  t o  women's h e a l t h  problems was seve re ly  
l imi ted .  There were few women doctors  and male doc to r s  were gene ra l ly  
no t  consul ted f o r  complaints o f  a personal  na tu re .  There was a pauci ty  
of information exchange r e l a t i n g  t o  sexual  funct ions  and problems, 
which had s e r i o u s  r ami f i ca t ions  f o r  t h e  adolescent .  Formal sex  educ- 
a t i o n  i n  the  school curriculum was non-exis ten t ,  t h e  media tended t o  
dep ic t  t he  romantic image s o l e l y ,  and parents  gener l y  exerc ised  
censorship over  a l t e r n a t e  avenues o f  enlightenment ." An i n s i g h t  i n t o  
the  problems o f  maturing i n  such an environment: 
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There was a g r e a t  dea l  o f  confusion about s ex . .  . . 
my grandmother s a i d  no woman should know anything about 
s e x  u n t i l  she  was married .... People would l i e  t o  you.. . .  
I was ' e ighteen  and s t i l l  thought the  baby came o u t  of  
t he  navel .  There was no way of knowing anything 
except  t h ings  you would p i ck  up. 79 

Percept ions of  members o f  t h e  profess ions  were t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  
condit ioned by c l a s s  o r e i n t a t i o n .  Doctors were h igh ly  regarded s o c i a l l y ,  
y e t  " there  was a tendenc t o  l i k e  your own doctor  bu t  d i s l i k e  t h e  
profess ion  as a whole " . 8t; The l p l a r i s a t i o n  and t h e  pub l i c  impression 
t h a t  "they were too  hidebound", was seen  i n  the  content ion  over  
El izabeth  Kennyls method o f  t r e a t i n g  poliom e l i t i s  v ic t ims .  There had 

83 been f i v e  epidemics between 1925 and 1931, and 544 cases were admit ted 
t o  Newcastle h o s p i t a l  i n  1938. 83 Community concern and a pro-Kenny 
i n t e r e s t ,  f o s t e r e d  by h e r  v i s i t  t o  Newcastle i n  June 1938, were mani- 
f e s t e d  i n  t h e  media. There was a dichotomy between t h e  c l i n i c ' s  
" s p i r i t  o f  hope" and t h e  "permanent oppos i t ion  amongst medical men t o  
any new theory".84 E l i zabe th  Kenny r e f l e c t e d ,  " for  nea r ly  t h i r t y  years  
I had endeavoured (but)  ... t h e  medical world o f  A u s t r a l i a  tenac ious ly  
adhered t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  theory". 85 The Newcas t l e  Kenny c l i n i c ,  s i t u a t e d  
a t  C o u t t l s  Memorial Home, t r e a t e d  about 75 p a t i e n t s  d a i l y  i n  1938.86 
Community support  and p res s  coverage o f  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  f o s t e r e d  a 
resentment aga ins t  t he  i n t r a n s i g e n t  elements o f  t h e  medical p ro fes s ion .  

Docherty sugges ts  t h a t  l i m i t e d  patronage o f  t h e  baby h e a l t h  c l i n i c s ,  
i n  t h e i r  formative yea r s  i n  Newcastle, could be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a working 
c l a s s  suspic ion  o f  t h e  c l i n i c s  as cen t r e s  o f  middle c l a s s  va lues .  87 
This f a c t o r  was s i m i l a r l y  ev ident  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  t o  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
h ighe r  educat ion and t h e i r  percept ion  o f  those  who had the  means t o  
en joy  it. Def ic ienc ies  i n  c u l t u r a l  s t imu la t ion  and the  emphasis on 
vocat ional  educat ion were n o t  only imposed t o  meet t he  needs of  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y ,  but  s e l f -gene ra t ed  by c l a s s  expec ta t ion  and percept ions .  
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